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Additional resources
Pearman: Now that this series 

is coming to the end, I hope that 

understanding of China.  For continued 
learning, what are some books or 

Wang: Start with Xi Jinping’s 

Zuckerberg is reading and asking his 

for Zuckerberg to make nice with the 

still not sure a dark brown nose would 

But seriously, for general historical 
and cultural content: Jonathan Spence, 

troubling portrait of a people in a state 
of extreme anxiety about their identity, 

portrait of contemporary China and 
the Chinese people, though I would 
just argue that instead of an “Age of 

of Anxiety.” 
An earlier book (published in 2012) 

Secret World of China’s Communist 

study of how China is really run, and 
how its strange but successful system 
of Leninist capitalism really works.”

For the Bo Xilai scandal, which 
lit up the system’s corruption and 
power struggles with a spotlight, 
I’d recommend “Death at the Lucky 

an Epic Power Struggle in China,” by 

For snippets of Chinese life that 

Square: Reports from China” by James 

Pearman:
takes a unique approach to explaining 

China, studying the connotations of 
10 words such as “leader” (Mao’s 
impact and legacy) and “bambooze” 

at the center of China’s freewheeling 
economy) to explain the nation.  It’s a 

Wang: It pains me to say this, but 
George Orwell for the realities of daily 

Pearman: What about documentaries 

Wang:
recommend.  “From Mao to Mozart: 

experiences of Isaac Stern, an American 

shows the joy of music and China’s 

of Capitalism” is a more down-to-earth 

is also worth watching. 

Story of Qiu Ju,” about a pregnant 

injured husband in the labyrinth of 

the most accurate picture of the Chinese 

Pearman:

Wang: I would not recommend 
the popular business etiquette books 

to communicate. 

China to the West.  I would argue that 
in fact, America was “opened” by Mao.  

he was still in control of China, and it 
was such a stunning success that he 
managed to stay in power for four more 

him deposed. 

the Richard Gere’s masterpiece 
“Red Corner,” in which an American 
businessman finds himself in what 

iteration of China, where a foreigner 
accused of murder can team up with a 

Richard Gere is a great actor, but 

Pearman: So, in closing, what is 

can offer to anyone who wants to do 
business with China and the Chinese 

Wang:  “Do the right thing,” not “do 
things right.”
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Editor’s note: 

 Chinese translation of 1984


