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2015 Asian Pacific 
Leadership Award 
goes to China Insight 
contributor Chang 
Wang
By Elaine Dunn

Chang Wang, a regular contributor 
to China Insight and chief research and 
academic officer of Thomson Reuters, 
said his first reaction to learning he 
is one of this year’s recipients of the 
Council on Asian-Pacific Minnesotans’ 
Asian Pacific Leadership Award was, 
“I smiled.”  That response is not hard 
to believe, coming from a most down-
to-earth individual.  

The Asian Pacific Leadership Awards 
honor, recognize and celebrate the 
work of individuals and organizations 
who have demonstrated continuous 
commitment to and leadership in the 
Asian Pacific Minnesotan community.  
Wang will be honored for his outstanding 
contributions to education, legal service 
and diversity in business at the Council’s 
Asian Leadership and Heritage Dinner 
on May 8 at The Prom Center in 
Oakdale.

His nomination letter reads, in part, 
“…as an educator, he has inspired 
thousands of students to be global 
citizens; as an author, he demonstrated 
an astonishing breadth of scholarship: 
from Chinese law, comparative law, 
and legal research, to cultural studies, 
art history, and Minnesota history; as an 
attorney, he is keen to civil rights and the 
plight of minorities, and is committed to 
pro bono service; as a business manager, 
he is an advocate of innovation and a 
perfect example of thought leadership 
and corporate responsibility...”

When China Insight asked what the 
motivating force behind his very “full 
plate” was, he replied with nary a bit of 
hesitation, “The prospect of collective 
happiness.” 

Wang, a native of Beijing and a 
graduate of the University of Minnesota 
Law School, practices in the Twin Cities 

area.  Besides holding associate and 
adjunct professorships at seven top law 
schools in the U.S., China and Europe, 
he also has published four books on law 
and cultural studies, including the first 
Chinese language book about the State 
of Minnesota, “New Tales of the Twin 
Cities: The History, Law, and Culture 
of Minnesota.” 

He credits his “teacher and mentor” 
Rick King, Chief Operating Officer 
for Technology at Thomson Reuters, 
for his accomplishments.  “Without 
Rick’s trust and support,” Wang said, 
“none of my career accomplishments 
would have been possible.  He is a 
business executive with profound 
intelligence, superb management skills, 
and tremendous integrity.  In short, 
he is a wise man with a big heart … I 
dedicate this award to Rick King and 
his wife Gina King, two of my favorite 
‘transplant’ Minnesotans.  They help 
me appreciate Minnesota, and life in 
general, in the most positive ways.” 

A lifelong learner and an avid reader 
with a personal library of 6,000 books 
in Chinese, English and Italian that run 
the gamut from poetry to art history to 
astrophysics to social psychology to 
information technology and other topics, 
he mentioned the following books had 
made “significant impact” on his life 
because:
• “The Gulag Archipelago” by Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn, taught me history is 
nightmare; 
• “Animal Farm” by George Orwell, 
taught me that nightmare is real; 
• “The Importance of Living” by Dr. 
Lin Yutang, taught me the beauty of 
traditional China; 
• “My Life in China and America” 
by Yung Wing, taught me parallel 

universes; 
• “A Brief History of Time” by Stephen 
Hawking, taught me time does not 
really exist (that does not mean we are 
immortal, though); 
• “Se una notte d'inverno un viaggiatore 
(If on a winter's night a traveler)” by 
Italo Calvino, taught me the unlimited 
potential of imagination; 
• “Destructive Emotions” by His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama and Daniel 
Goleman, taught me being happy is the 
common goal of faith and science; and 
finally
• “Justice” by Michael Sandel (one of 
my favorite Minnesotans), taught me 
there are right things to do. 

Wang plans to forge ahead with his 
law practice, teaching, research and 
writing, but hopes to contribute more to 
the Asian Pacific community by getting 
more involved in community affairs.  

The Asian Pacific community of the 
Twin Cities is fortunate to have such a 
dedicated and knowledgeable member 
among us.  China Insight is grateful for 
Wang’s contribution and extends our 
sincere congratulation on his award. 
About the Council

The Council on Asian-Pacific 
Minnesotans was created by the 
Minnesota State Legislature in 1985 
pursuant to Minnesota Statute 3.9226, 
subdivision 1, to fulfill three primary 
objectives: to advise the Governor and 
members of the Legislature on issues 
pertaining to Asian Pacific Minnesotans; 
to advocate on behalf of those issues; 
and to serve as the bridge for and 
between Asian Pacific Minnesotans and 
non-Asian Pacific Minnesotans. ♦

Wanted:Wanted:
English Language TutorsEnglish Language Tutors

Are you a native English speaker?  Would you like to 
help Chinese students (G. 8-10) polish their spoken 
and written English skills (and, occasionally, math/
history) while learning a bit of Chinese culture at the 
same time?

Tutoring will usually take place in the afternoon 
and weekends at western suburbs (Eden Prairie, 
Plymouth, Maple Grove). Number of hours are 
flexible.  Rates are from $25-$35/hr based on tutor’s 
experience and student’s needs.

Teaching experience preferred, but not necessary.  
If interested, please contact  Richard at 612-987-6540 or rhe@chinainsight.info.Chang Wang (right) receiving “China 100 Distinguished Chinese Alumni Award” 

from Dr. Eric Kaler (left), president of the University of Minnesota, in 2014.

China
braces for
crowded
May Day 
holiday
Xinhua, April 11

BEIJING -- About 41.2 million trips 
are expected to be made by train during 
the May Day holiday from April 30 
to May 3, Chinese people’s first long 
period of leave since the Lunar New 
Year holiday in February. 

Travel will peak on May 1 with 
an expected flow of 11.8 million 
passengers, the railway authorities said 
on Saturday. 

Last year’s May Day holiday saw 
nearly 37 million railway trips. 

May Day is one of the major Chinese 
public holidays.  Huge numbers of 
people take it as an opportunity for a 
spring day out, bringing chaos to tourist 
attractions and congestion to the roads. 

Authorities warned that popular 
tourist destinations including Guilin, 
Huaihua, Wuyishan, Weihai, Beijing, 
Xi’an, Hangzhou and Xiamen should 
be prepared for large crowds. ♦


